
BE WHAT YOU WANT TO BE

Determining the impact of the human-horse relation on natural disaster preparedness: implications for equestrian communities and emergency services. 

A PhD Scholarship is available for an exceptional candidate to contribute to the Bushfi re and Natural Hazards Cooperative Research Centre (BNHCRC) project 

‘Managing Animals in Disasters’ (MAID) to work with principle supervisor Dr Kirrilly Thompson, Senior Research Fellow, CQUniversity Adelaide, Appleton Institute.

The co-supervisory team may include Dr Mel Taylor, University of Western Sydney (research leader of the MAID project) and Dr Bradley Smith, CQUniversity Adelaide, 

Appleton Institute.

The successful candidate will receive the tax-exempt scholarship of $25 392 (2014 

rate) per year for three years and allowances including relocation expenses of $1520 

maximum, a thesis allowance of $750, laptop computer, $2000 per year research costs at 

the supervisor’s discretion (which would be used to fund an interstate student’s visits to 

Adelaide for face-to-face supervision) and up to $1500 per year towards presentation of a 

paper at a conference.

APPLICATIONS CLOSE  
Tuesday, 10 June 2014

PROJECT SUMMARY
Australia is characterised annually by ‘droughts and fl ooding rains’ that are expected to intensify 

with climate change [1]. It also has some of the highest pet ownership levels in the developed 

world [2]. If 63% of 8.6million Australian households own pets, the combination of natural 

disaster and pet ownership is of concern for over 5 million households. In times of fi re and fl ood, 

the majority of animal owners will put their own lives at risk to save animals. Animal owners 

are less likely to evacuate during natural disasters than non-owners [3] and if they do evacuate, 

are likely to return to try to rescue their animals [4]. In Australia, Howlett and Turnbull found that 

more than 80% of animal owners would risk their lives to save their animal [5]. Rather than see 

animals and animal attachment as risk factors for natural disaster survival, Thompson [6] has 

suggested that they could be reconfi gured as protective factors. To identify how best to leverage 

from animal attachment to encourage behaviour that increases natural disaster resilience, there 

is a need to understand how people relate to animals and how animals impact their natural 

disaster resilience. Horses have been highlighted as particularly interesting animals in relation 

to human-animal relations. They are not pets or companion animals in the traditional sense, 

but people describe pet-like attachment to them [7]. In relation to natural disaster planning 

and response, horses are again a unique category of animal. Their size makes them diffi cult to 

relocate and popular understandings of how to best leave them to shelter undefended (such 

as letting them out of paddocks, where they could stray onto roads) can increase risk to the 

animals, emergency services and the community. Finally, horses are an ideal case study for 

developing innovative disaster resilience building strategies because they represent a diverse 

industry – from recreational riding to billion dollar racing enterprise.

PHD PROJECT
The aim of the PhD is to determine the impact of the human-horse relation on fl ood and fi re:

1. Risk

2. Prevention

3. Preparedness

4. Response

5. Recovery (eg. Financial security post-disaster or Equine assisted therapy)

…and to identify implications for:

1. Emergency services operations

2. Animal welfare

3. Community-responder relations

4. The community 

…by studying one or more cases in the Australian equine industry/sector such as:

1. Recreational riding

2. Agistment and riding clubs

3. The racing industry (including harness racing)

4. Peri-urban lifestyle dwellers

The exact combination or selection of the above dimensions will be determined as the 

successful candidate prepares their PhD proposal.

The candidate will be expected to address these points with academic theorisation and the 

development of tools (or guidelines for tools) that can be implemented by end-users such 

as emergency services and equestrian communities and partners. 

YOU WILL NEED:
• to be prepared to enrol in a full-time postgraduate research higher degree at 

CQUniversity,

• to be prepared to travel to Adelaide for occasional meetings if you are based elsewhere 

in Australia,

• to have an appropriate Honours 1 or 2A (or equivalent) undergraduate degree, 

• to not be receiving similar funding or stipend from any Commonwealth Government program,

• to not already have completed a degree at the same level as the proposed 

Commonwealth-supported candidature or at a higher level, and 

• to not previously have held an Australian Postgraduate Award or APAI unless it was 

terminated within its fi rst six months. 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS:
• Location in Adelaide is not a requirement, but a successful interstate candidate will be 

required to attend at least one meeting in Adelaide each year.

• The successful applicant will be expected to publish in peer-reviewed publications 

throughout their candidature.

• We are looking for a team player who is as enthusiastic about intellectual insight as they 

are about conducting applied research and who is as comfortable engaging in academic 

forums as they are collaborating with industry partners and the equestrian community.

• The position will commence in 2014. The start date is negotiable  for the right 

candidate, but an early start is preferred.

For further information on the project, or to obtain a full and detailed project  description 

please contact Dr Kirrilly Thompson on 0413 616 650 or kirrilly.thompson@cqu.edu.au.

Please click here for the application package. The application can be submitted by email 

to sgr@cqu.edu.au. 

Applicants are encouraged to discuss ideas with Dr Thompson. An offer to the successful 

candidate does not mean that their proposed area will proceed exactly as detailed in their 

application form. 

Please note that an application for admission may take up to six weeks to process.

PhD Scholarship in 
Human-Horse Relations 
and Disaster Preparedness 
and Survival

http://www.cqu.edu.au/__data/assets/word_doc/0004/98167/Postgraduate-Research-Stipend-Scholarship-MAID-Project_2014.docx
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