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International Large Animal Rescue Conference 
 

Day 1: Saturday 2nd November 2013   (Note that exact titles of presentations are yet to be posted) 

Time Description Presenter 

8.30.am Registration       Tea & Coffee  

8.50 am              Welcome & housekeeping   Professor Christopher Riley     

9.00 am Opening message 
Dr Roger Paskin, Chief Veterinary Officer 
Primary Industries, South Australia 

TOPIC 1 LARGE ANIMAL RESCUE  

9.05  am 
History of Large Animal Rescue Training – 

Celebrating 20 years 

Dr Rebecca Gimenez    

Technical Large Animal Rescue  USA 

9.45  am How Animal Rescue has Developed in the UK and 
Drivers for Change  

Jim Green  

Hampshire Fire & Rescue UK 

10.30 am Large Animal Rescue in Australia MaryAnne Leighton 
Author, Equine Emergency Rescue  AUS 

10.45 am Morning Tea  

11.15 am 
Hawkesbury SES -  Case Studies from the Busiest 

SES Unit in NSW 
David King & Anthony Hatch  
Hawkesbury SES    AUS 

11.45 am Black Saturday Fires & Horses Dr Chris Heislers 
The Veterinary Surgery, Yarrambat  (VIC)  AUS 

12.15 pm Lunch 

TOPIC 2 ANIMALS IN DISASTERS  

1.00 pm 
The Australian Animal Welfare Strategy (AAWS) & 

Animals in Disasters  
Dr Mark Peters, Biosecurity SA   AUS 

1.15 pm Animals in Disasters  
Dr Ian Dacre, Disaster Management Operations 
Director Asia-Pacific Region, World Society for 
the Protection of Animals    THAILAND 

2.00 pm Veterinary Emergency Response Teams Hayley Squance  Team Leader, Massey Uni 
Veterinary Emergency Response Team  NZ 

2.30 pm Triage - Large Animals in Disasters 
Christopher Riley 
Professor of Equine Clinical Studies 
Massey University  NZ 

3.00 pm 

 WORKING AFTERNOON TEA                                                                                      Denzil O Brien 

1. VISIONING: Progressing LAR in Australia/NZ & Beyond: Chair: TBA 

2. EDUCATION: Embedding into Government, Education Sectors, Public   Chair: Hayley Squance 

3. RESEARCH & INNOVATION: What are our priority needs? Chair: Dr Kirrilly Thompson 

4. ANIMALS IN DISASTER /STRIKE TEAMS: Chair: Dr Ian Dacre 

3.45 pm The Rescue Scene- Veterinarians Viewpoint  
Dr Christine Smith 

Equine Veterinarians Australia    AUS 

4.45 pm Close                                                                              

 

7.00 pm CONFERENCE DINNER  Novotel, Barossa Valley       

Friday 1
st

 NOV    6 – 8 pm              Welcome BBQ (Open event)  Sharing our Stories & Poster displays, tours 

2 & 3 Nov 2013 University of Adelaide  Roseworthy  SA      AUSTRALIA 
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International Large Animal Rescue Conference 
 

 

Day 2:  Sunday November 2013 

Time Description Presenter 

8.45.am Registration     Tea & Coffee  

8.55 am              Welcome Professor Christopher Riley        

TOPIC 3 HORSE EVENT INCIDENT MANAGEMENT 

9.00 am 
Considerations for  the Emergency Transport of 

Large Animal Patients (via Skype) 

Josh Slater  
Professor in Equine Clinical Studies 
Royal Veterinary College, London    UK 

9.30 am 
Event Incident Management – The Olympic Three 

Day Event Cross-Country Experience  

Jim Green 
British Animal Rescue & Trauma Care Assoc. 
UK 

10.00 am 
Introduction of LAR Techniques to Thoroughbred 

Racing 
Dr Peter Horridge  
Thoroughbred Racing SA   AUS 

10.20 am Handling Deceased Horses with Dignity Julie Fiedler 
Executive Officer, Horse SA   AUS 

10.30 am Morning Tea  

TOPIC 4 LIVESTOCK & HORSE TRANSPORT   

11.00 am Current Issues, Topics and Research Themes 
Worldwide Around Livestock Transport 

Dr Rebecca Gimenez 
Technical Large Animal Rescue  USA 

11.30 am Livestock Transportation Incidents- Challenges and 
Multi -agency Operating Needs 

Jim Green 
Hampshire Fire & Rescue  UK 

12.00 pm Horse Float Safety Survey -  Report Update 
Dr Belinda Noble 
Equine Ambulatory Clinician 
University of Adelaide      AUS 

12.15 pm 

Should I stay or should I go? Increasing natural 

disaster preparedness & survival through animal 

attachment. Study update. 

Dr Kirrilly Thompson   Appleton Institute    
Central Queensland University    AUS 

12.30  pm Lunch 

TOPIC 5 COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP  

1.15 pm 
A Community Based Approach to Establishing 

Equine Emergency Rescue 
Raylene Garwood,  
Aust. Trail Horse Riders Assoc  (Tasmania) AUS 

1.30 pm Conference wrap up (indoors component) Professor Christopher Riley 

1.45 pm Move to outdoor classroom location  

2 – 4 PM OUTDOOR CLASSROOM 

 
Demonstrations of Large Animal Rescue 

Techniques  

David King       Anthony Hatch 

Dr Christine Smith 

 

The Conference is being held in E40. Campus Map. 

http://www.adelaide.edu.au/campuses/mapscurrent/roseworthy.pdf 

2 & 3 Nov. 2013 University of Adelaide  Roseworthy  SA      AUSTRALIA 
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5. SPEAKER PROFILES 

 

Jim Green began his career in the forest industry, working in both private and 

public sectors including a season as a first attack fire-fighter in Victoria working for 

the Dept of Conservation and Natural Resources. 

Jim joined Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service in 1996. His rural background 

and vision has led to the development of successful initiatives such as rural fire safety and 

animal rescue. Currently serving in the New Forest area on the South coast of England, Jim’s 

time is spent managing the county animal rescue provision, responding to operational 

incidents and providing training to vets and other fire and rescue services from around the 

UK and often further afield. 

Together with Prof Josh Slater (former President of BEVA) Jim developed Rescue and 

Emergency Medicine courses for large animal vets and provides undergraduate training at 

veterinary universities. Jim is a Director and co- founder of the British Animal Rescue and 

Trauma Care Association. 

Jim Green has also acted as consultant to the Olympic Vet Services Team during 2012 at 

Greenwich Park and was on hand with rescue expertise and equipment at the XC day. 

London 2012 heralded the first time that rescue glides were the chosen tool for emergency 

transportation of recumbent horses. Anaesthesia on the Field of Play (FOP) for any 

recumbent animal and rescue gliding casualties to the on -site hospital by ambulance for 

thorough clinical examination was decided to be in the best interest of the horse and allow 

a decision on viability to be made away from the public view. This ensures that the FOP is 

cleared as quickly as possible and the requirement for vets to make an immediate judgment, 

under pressure is reduced. Whilst this procedure was fortunately not required at London, 

clear principals and roles will assist any event manager to respond effectively to what will 

always be a demanding situation.   www.hantsfire.gov.uk/animalrescue   

 

Major Dr Rebecca Gimenez learned to care for and ride horses as a 

kid; she credits her parents with cultivating her interests in the outdoors as 

well as the biological and physical sciences. Her natural horsemanship grew 

from those early experiences trail riding and socializing with friends on 

horseback - she didn't even own a saddle until she was 13 years old!   

 

Her military leadership training started in high school and Wofford College, dovetailed with 

a BS in Biology and mentors who pushed her to excel in the biological sciences. In 1989, she 

entered the US Army Reserves and has tried to balance her military interests with a civilian 

career ever since. 
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Earning a PhD in Animal Physiology from Clemson University, she increased her focus into 

large animal behaviour in emergency situations by studying natural horsemanship with 

major clinicians and Dr. Tomas Gimenez. In 2000, she became a primary instructor with 

TLAER and has continued to grow the research and development of new equipment and 

techniques internationally. 

She has a wide variety of experiences that she combines in her teaching - she was an 

adjunct professor at Newberry then Anderson College for several years; owned, edited and 

published a regional horse magazine; and has written numerous articles about horse 

behaviour and appropriate TLAER responses as a freelance journalist. She is a decorated Iraq 

combat veteran and continues to serve in the Reserves. 

Rebecca's current scientific research interests include a national survey of trailer accident 

causality, a study of physiological responses to Technical Rescue procedures and equipment, 

and an investigation into poor nutrition in horse neglect cases. Her first book on Technical 

Large Animal Emergency Rescue was published by Wiley-Blackwell in 2008. Jointly Rebecca 

and Tomas (recently retired) have published numerous critiques, techniques and journal 

articles on the subject of technical large animal emergency rescue, and she is an 

internationally sought speaker and subject matter expert on these subjects.  

http://tlaer.org/ 

 

Dr Ian Dacre World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA) Disaster 

Management Operation Director, Asia-Pacific.  

Ian’s principle role has been to establish a Disaster Management team to work 

within the Asia-Pacific region. Since establishment teams have responded to 

natural disasters in Myanmar, Vietnam, Indonesia, India, Fiji, Samoa, Nepal, Philippines, 

Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Mongolia, Thailand, Japan, Australia, and the Solomon Islands. 

Veterinary Emergency Response Units have been established in eight Asian universities as 

part of WSPA’s global Risk Reduction programme. As an advocate for animals in disasters 

Ian has established a large global network and positioned WSPA as the lead animal welfare 

organisation concerned with animals in disasters. WSPA’s Regional Representative to the 

World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE); gave presentations to the Aid International 

Development Forum alongside key humanitarian organisations such as the International 

Society for the Red Cross & Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) & the Food & Agriculture 

Organisation of the United Nations (FAO); assisted in a DAFF workshop resulting in the 

formation of a national committee to look at resolving issues of coordination and planning 

at State and Federal level; accredited Livestock Emergency Guidelines and Standards trainer 

-completing workshops in Thailand, Vietnam and Myanmar. 

Previous roles include: Senior Lecturer in Equine Health and Dentistry at Massey University, 

now Associate of the Massey University Animal Welfare Science and Bioethics Centre, 

recognised by the OIE as an official collaborative centre; Founding Chairman of the New 

Zealand National Animal Welfare Emergency Management Group (currently as an external 

advisor): Senior Advisor in Animal Welfare, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MAF). 
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Professor Christopher Riley: Professor of Equine Clinical Sciences and 

Registered Specialist in Equine Surgery, Institute of Veterinary, Animal and 

Biomedical Sciences, College of Sciences, Massey University, Palmerston North NZ  

 Following service in the RAAF, Prof. Riley received degrees in physics and veterinary 

medicine from the University of Melbourne. After an internship and private practice in Western 

Australia, he completed a surgical residency at the University of Saskatchewan in Canada. 

Concurrently he completed MSc and PhD degrees in tendon in-vitro biology and biochemistry. He 

then worked at briefly at Iowa State University and in private practice during which time he became 

certified as a Diplomate in the American College of Veterinary Surgeons. He joined the faculty at the 

Atlantic Veterinary College, Canada in 1999 where he was Professor and Service Chief of Large 

Animal Surgery before joining the University of Adelaide in 2010 as the inaugural Professor of Equine 

Health. During his 3 years at Adelaide he led the development of the equine stream in the veterinary 

programs, and the establishment of the equine teaching facilities. In 2013 he and his family moved 

to New Zealand.   

 Prof Riley’s scientific research is focused on the development of biomedical tests for animal diseases 

using the emerging technologies of infrared spectroscopy and bioinformatics. During the last 10 

years he developed parallel interests in animal and human welfare, and their interdependence. Over 

the last 12 years he has been involved n training, leading and fundraising for humanitarian work 

associated with animal health and community public health. This work has led him to Bolivia, Haiti, 

Peru and Thailand.   Prof Riley is currently Professor of Equine Clinical Sciences and Head of the 

Equine Group at Massey University, New Zealand.   

 

Professor Josh Slater (via skype) Josh graduated from the University 

of Edinburgh in 1985 and spent 4 years in equine practice before moving to a 

residency in equine medicine at the University of Cambridge. He completed a 

PhD in virology in 1994 and was a lecturer, then senior lecturer in equine 

medicine at Cambridge. He moved to the Royal Veterinary College, London in 

2005 where he is professor of equine clinical studies. He has research interests in equine 

infectious diseases. 

He is a past president of the British Equine Veterinary Association, the European College of 

Equine Internal Medicine and of the Federation of European Equine Veterinary Associations. 

He was biosecurity advisor to the Hong Kong Government for the 2008 Equestrian Olympic 

Games and was the National Technical Official responsible for biosecurity at the London 

2012 Equestrian Olympic Games. 

He is a co-director (with Jim Green) of the British Animal Rescue and Trauma Care 

Association (BARTA) and has been the veterinary lead in the large animal rescue initiative in 

the UK from the start. Working with Jim he has been instrumental in promoting joint 

training and working between the veterinary profession and the Fire and Rescue Service, 
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including construction of the vet training course and the veterinary content of the AR3 FRS 

course, and is the veterinary representative on the Chief Fire Association's Animal Rescue 

Practitioner Forum.     http://bartacic.org/ 

 

Dr Christine Smith graduated from the Ontario Veterinary College in 

Canada in 1995. Following an internship at Texas A&M University, Christine 

completed a three year residency program in Equine Surgery and Lameness 

at the University of California, Davis, becoming board certified with the 

American College of Veterinary Surgeons in 2000. Christine stayed at UC 

Davis as a staff surgeon until she relocated to Australia in 2003. Christine 

joined the University of Sydney and worked in Camden until 2010 and was head of the 

equine department from 2007. She now works in private practice at Agnes Banks Equine 

Clinic, just outside of Sydney. Christine is a past president of Equine Veterinarians Australia, 

and remains involved in the EVA instructing in TLAER courses and helping organize 

continuing education events.  http://www.abec.net.au/  www.eva.com.au  

 

Dr Kirrilly Thompson Kirrilly is a cultural anthropologist and senior 

research fellow in Central Queensland University’s Appleton Institute, 

Adelaide, South Australia.  Her research interests coalesce around human-

animal relations, risk, safety and culture. Her Australian anthrozoological 

research projects include pet bed-sharing practices, dog-bite intervention 

programs and horse keeping beliefs and behaviours. Kirrilly is currently 

leading a 3-yr Australian Research Council project titled “Should I Stay or Should I Go? 

Increasing natural disaster preparedness’ and survival through animal attachment” (DECRA 

2013) The project will consider ways in which animal attachment can be re-considered as a 

protective factor for human survival of fires & floods. 

 

Dr Chris Heislers Graduated Bachelor of Veterinary Science with 

Honors; University of Melbourne, 1989. Graduate Diploma in Aquaculture; 

Deakin University Academic Associate, University of Melbourne, Faculty of 

Veterinary Science 

Since graduating as a veterinarian in 1989, Chris has been involved in 

equine veterinary practice. Chris is a co-founding partner of The Veterinary Surgery, North 

Warrandyte and Yarrambat; now an eight - vet mixed (SA, Equine, LA) practice. Chris and 

Yarrambat Veterinary Hospital were an integral part of the animal welfare response to the 

Black Saturday bushfires in February 2009.  http://thevetsurgery.com.au/ 
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 Dr Mark Peters BSc (Hons) PhD Grad Dip Bus  Dr Mark Peters is a 

Biologist by training and has been involved in the area of animal welfare for 

over 30 years. He was Deputy Chief Executive and then Chief Executive Officer 

of RSPCA (SA) between 1990 and 2007, and was a national Board Member of 

RSPCA Australia over that period. Mark was a member of the Australian 

Animal Welfare Strategy Companion Animals Working Group representing the 

RSPCA.  Mark took up his current position of Animal Welfare Advisor in Primary Industries 

and Regions South Australia in 2008, with the principal role of advising the Department and 

the Government in all areas of livestock welfare. That work over the last 5 years has 

principally centred on development of the Australian Animal Welfare Standards and 

Guidelines. 

Mark has also a special interest in emergency response involving animals, and is a member 

of the First Response Team for the Department, with experience in incident control and 

emergency planning. Mark’s outside activities include beef cattle breeding on his Adelaide 

Hills property, and volunteer fire-fighting with the Country Fire service. 

 

Hayley Squance is the academic director and lecturer for the 

Bachelor of Veterinary Technology at Massey University, New Zealand. 

Her research interests include animal welfare in disasters, emergency and 

critical care nursing and utilization of veterinary paraprofessionals. Her 

thesis was titled Animal Welfare Emergency Management: Educational 

Needs. She used the recommendations from the thesis to develop an 

Animal Emergency Response distance course available to undergraduate veterinary 

technology and veterinary science students along with post graduate emergency 

management students. 

Hayley is a member of the New Zealand National Animal Welfare Emergency Management 

Advisory Group. She is the primary author of the Ministry of Civil Defence and Emergency 

Management Director's Guideline Planning for Companion Animal Welfare in an Emergency. 

The guideline is a resource for New Zealand to help territorial authorities to write plans for 

animals in disasters. Hayley is the founder and team leader of the Veterinary Emergency 

Response Team at Massey University which was deployed to assess and respond to animal 

welfare and veterinary infrastructure needs after the Christchurch earthquake. They spent 

10 days in Christchurch treating the Police and Urban Search and Rescue dogs, assessing 

veterinary clinics on a daily basis and giving advice to civil defence on animal welfare issues. 

Hayley was also deployment to Thailand to assist with animal rescue, field triage and 

treatment due to the 2011 Bangkok floods. 

Hayley works as a consultant and advisor on veterinary and animal disaster emergency 

management including business continuing planning.  
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Anthony Hatch is a full time Senior Rescue Instructor in Technical 

Rescue, With Fire and Rescue NSW. Commonly known as Hatchy he has over 

26 years’ experience as a Rescue Operator and Instructor with Fire and 

Rescue NSW and NSW State Emergency Service. 

In 2009 Hatchy was awarded a prestigious Winston Churchill Fellowship that enabled him to 

conduct research around the world for three months. He trained with the world’s leading 

authorities in technical Large Animal Emergency Rescue (TLAER) in the USA, Europe and the 

UK, researching world’s best practices in rescuing large animals, particularly horses. He 

worked with specialist rescue units during numerous large animal incidents, was associate 

lecturer at Cambridge University in the UK teaching equine veterinarians large animal 

rescue, and studied handling exotic animals at San Diego Zoo. 

Hatchy has developed large animal rescue training packages for many rescue agencies 

around Australia, he has lectured at universities and trained NSW & VIC Mounted Police 

Units, racing personnel in VIC, QLD and WA, RSPCA Inspectors and veterinarians across the 

country. 

 

David King is a Deputy Controller in the Hawkesbury SES Unit (North-West of 

Sydney). The unit is a primary rescue unit and responsible for General Land Rescue 

and Vertical Rescue in and around the Hawkesbury Region. 

With over 28 years rescue experience, David has assisted in developing a 

number NSW SES operational capabilities; including vertical rescue, road crash rescue and 

swift water rescue.  

David has been supporting the development of a large animal rescue capability for the NSW 

SES, and has provided the technical input on Incident Management for MaryAnne Leighton’s 

Book Equine Emergency Rescue. 

 

MaryAnne Leighton is the publisher and co-author of Equine 

Emergency Rescue - a guide to Large Animal Rescue. Published in 2010 

when training in Large Animal Rescue techniques began in Australia, this 

book has been embraced by emergency responders, equine vets, RSPCA 

and stock inspectors, animal control officers and horse owners and is the 

course material for all Large Animal Rescue training in this country. Since 

2010, MaryAnne has dedicated her time to promoting Large Animal 

Rescue in Australia through numerous published articles, presentations and demonstrations 

to conferences and groups, one-day awareness workshops conducted through Queensland 

Horse Council and through coordinating visits and teaching tours by international experts. 

MaryAnne gained her experience with horses through twenty years of managing horse studs 

that ranged in size from one stallion and a handful of mares to seven stallions, 400 mares 
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and 200 foals born each year. She has a background in marketing and public relations and is 

a freelance writer and the author of Living the Legend: the Ian Francis Story, the biography 

of one of the world's most accomplished horsemen.  www.equineER.com 

Dr Belinda Noble   completed her degree (BSc, BVMS Hons) at Murdoch 

University in 2005. She graduated on a rural veterinary scholarship, working in 

mixed large animal practice in Victoria with a strong equine focus. She then 

continued to work in private mixed practice, with a large equine caseload, and 

has developed a keen interest in equine reproduction, general medicine and 

surgery. She joins the equine health team as an ambulatory clinician and will 

be servicing clientele in the surrounding district, as well as contributing to teaching and 

research within the school. 

 

Julie Fiedler. Julie has worked in the horse industry her whole life, 

starting out as a Jillaroo, then a stable hand at a riding school and racing 

stables.  After 10 years work and gaining coaching qualifications with 

Equestrian Australia and Riding for the Disabled Assoc SA Inc (RDA), Julie 

moved to TAFE SA before taking up her current job of Executive Officer, 

Horse SA. Her current role, held for 14 years, has provided many opportunities to progress 

wider horse industry initiatives including recreational horse trail design & management, 

horse welfare, horse keeping & environmental issues and Large Animal Rescue, as 

coordinator of the International Large Animal Rescue Conference 2013.  

Special Guest 

Dr Arvind Sharma Dr Arvind Sharma is an Assistant Professor of 

Veterinary Surgery & Radiology in the Department of Veterinary Surgery & 

Radiology in the Dr. G.C Negi College of Veterinary & Animal Sciences, 

Himachal Pradesh Agricultural University in the North Western part of 

India. He holds a Masters’ Degree in Veterinary Surgery & Radiology with 

honours’. His work place in the mountainous state of Himachal Pradesh in 

the Himalayan ranges. He teaches undergraduate and graduate students 

along with research primarily relevant to his field of specialization in Veterinary Surgery, 

Radiology and anesthesiology relevant to the rich biodiversity of domestic and wild animals 

of his state. In addition, he actively participates in clinical camps, animal welfare trainings 

and humane education programmes for vets, para-vets and general public. During the 

camps he travels widely in the snow bound inaccessible tribal areas of his state treating 

large animals primarily cattle, buffaloes, ponies, mules and donkeys which are the vital 

constituents of an economy dependent on livestock and agriculture. He is the Secretary of 

an Animal Welfare Organization of his institution which is involved in Animal Welfare 

activities like rehabilitation of abandoned cattle, equines, street dog birth control 

programmes and humane education campaigns 

 

 


